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Letters may be subject to an action for conversion. ! Likewise, an action may be maintained for the conversion of an unpublished 
manuscript.” However, where a book has already been published, there is no conversion when a subsequent publisher did not 


take, from their rightful possessor, control of the original plates used to create the book.” 


Allegedly misdirected e-mail messages have been held to be not tangible property, as would be required to support a conversion 
claim by the plaintiff provider of scholastic test preparation courses against the defendant competitor, alleging that because the 
competitor's Internet domain name was confusingly similar to the plaintiff's domain name, the e-mail communications intended 
for the plaintiff were instead sent to the competitor and that the competitor had refused the plaintiff's demand to return the 


misdirected e-mails.” 
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Footnotes 

1 Maheu v. CBS, Inc., 201 Cal. App. 3d 662, 247 Cal. Rptr. 304 (2d Dist. 1988) (Howard Hughes' letter; suit 
barred by statute of limitations). 

2 MacGregor v. Watts, 254 A.D. 904, 5 N.Y.S.2d 525 (2d Dep't 1938); Bateman v. Ryder, 106 Tenn. 712, 64 
S.W. 48 (1901). 
As to copyright implications of the transfer of a physical manuscript, see Am. Jur. 2d, Copyright and Literary 
Property § 68. 

3 Respect Inc. v. Committee on Status of Women, 781 F. Supp. 1358, 18 U.C.C. Rep. Serv. 2d 371 (N.D. 


Ill. 1992). 
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4 Robin Singh Educational Services, Inc. v. Test Masters Educational Services, Inc., 401 S.W.3d 95, 294 Ed. 
Law Rep. 386 (Tex. App. Houston 14th Dist. 2011). 
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